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REMARKS 

Claim Rejections 

Rejection under Judicially Created Doctrine Of Obviousness-Type Double Patenting 

A. Response to Rejection of Claims 14-23 under Judicially Created Doctrine Of 
Obviousness-Type Double Patenting over claims 15-22 of U.S. Patent No, 6,689,845 
of Govoni et al. ("'845 Document") 

In response to the rejection of claims 14-23 under the Judicially Created Doctrine Of 
Obviousness-Type Double Patenting over claims 15-22 of the '845 Document, Applicants submit 
that the Rejection is not valid under 35 U.S.C. 121. The '845 Document was granted from 
Application No. 09/486,949. The present application a divisional of co-pending Application Ser. 
No. 09/486,949, as necessitated by a restriction requirement. Reconsideration and withdrawal of 
the Rejection respectfully is requested. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C £ J 02 

B. Response to Rejection of Claims 14-23 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 5,698,642 of Govoni et al. ("'642 Document"). 

In response to the rejection of claims 14-23 as being anticipated by the '642 Document, 
Applicants respectfully submit that the reference does not teach all the elements of the presently 
claimed invention. 

The present invention relates to an apparatus for gas-phase catalytic polymerization 
comprising a first vertical reactor (1), a second vertical reactor (2), the upper region of said reactor 
( 1 ) being connected by a connecting part (3) to a solid gas separator (4), which is in turn connected to 
the upper region of said second reactor (2) the lower region of said second reactor (2) being 
connected to the lower region of said first reactor (1) by a connecting part (5) said solid/gas separator 
(4) being connected through a recycle line (6) to one or more points of reintroduction into said 
connecting part (5) or into said reactor (1), said apparatus having a line (12) for catalyst feeding into 
said reactor (1), a polymer discharge system (11) from said reactor (2), a line (13) for feeding 
monomers, said apparatus being further characterized in that it comprises a line (15) fo r feeding gas 
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or liquid into said reactor (2) . Line (15) serves to totally or partially prevent the gas mixture present 
in the riser from entering the downcomer (page 3, lines 23-24). The 4 642 Document does not teach 
or disclose such a feature. 

Therefore, because the reference does not teach all the elements of the presently claimed 
invention, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the Rejection. 

C. Response to Rejection of Claims 14-23 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated 

by U.S. Patent No. 6,413,477 of Govoni et al. ('"477 Document"). 
In response to the rejection of claims 14-23 as being anticipated by the '477 Document, 
Applicants respectfully submit that the reference does not teach all the elements of the presently 
claimed invention. 

As discussed above with respect to the '642 Document, the '477 Document does not 
teach or disclose the element of line (15) that serves to totally or partially prevent the gas mixture 
present in the riser from entering the downcomer. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
Rejection is respectfully requested. 

Applicants respectfully request that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. 
Should the Examiner have questions or comments regarding this application or this Response, 
Applicants' attorney would welcome the opportunity to discuss the case with the Examiner. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge U.S. PTO Deposit Account 08-2336 in 
the amount of any fee required for consideration of this Amendment. 
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This is intended to be a complete response to the Office Action mailed February 25, 2004. 



M+]L zooh By: l^Z^^ S 



Basell USA Inc. 
912 Appleton Road 
Elkton, MD 21921 

Attorney's Telephone No.: 410-996-1783 
Attorney's Fax No.: 410-996-1560 



Respectfully submitted, 



GABRIELE GOVONI ET AL. 



(Date) 



William R. Reid 
Registration No. 47,894 
Attorney for Applicants 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with sufficient postage thereon with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail 
Stop Non-Fee Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexapdrra>VA 22313-1450 onMay 25, 2004. 
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